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time the Mundaring srheme should he reserved
for the agricultoral and mining indusiries,
Tt is understood that the consmaption of
water in the metropolitan area during the
svmmer months is four times the capacity
of the Mundaring scheme. [fthis be so, those
who are askinz for a hills water supply to
serve the requirements of the metropolitan
area will see that it is just as well to get
on with the Canning scheme. 1 have heen
informed that plans and specifications in con-
nection with that scheme have heen com-
pleted for a long time, and that the original
seheme has heen approved by the cxpert
who was Inouzht to Western Auwstralin
to advise the Government on the question. I
understand that that expert declared that
the Canning scheme was the best to serve
the requirements of the metropolitan area
for all time. The North Perth people will
be plad to hear that they will get something
out of their taps other than mud or silt
during summer months. The Premier’s an-
nouneement in the daily Press, which an-
nouncement finds repetition in the Governor’s
Speech, to the effeet that land settlement
and develepmental matters rather than the
introdnction of Bills, will engage the atten-
tion of Puarliament this session, is one that T
am sure will appeal to hon. members. T fer-
vently pray that that will be so. Tt is only
by inereased land settlement that we may
cxpect a return of anything like the good
old times we¢ had in earlier years. There is
a lot of work ahead of the Government, but
there is also suceess assured, Regarding
reeent legislation, it is pleasing to know that
I, as President of the Royal Agricultural
Bociety, have been informed that the Stal-
lions Aet passed last gession has been put
into operation and has given general satis-
faction. The Mivister for Apgrieulture has
promised that this year we will have a eom-
prehensive  Tlaieying  Bill  dealing, among
other things, with the registration of pure-
bred bulls. This is important in connection
with the dairying industry, and it is to he
hored that the Bill will be introduced at an
early stage and will hecome operative as soon
as possible. T understand that the operations
of the Agrienltural Bank will he sueh that
no advaaces will he made respecting bulls,
nnless they are purc-bred. There is another
point about land scttlement whieh so far has
not been dealt with, and that is the neces-
gity for an iurreased yield per acre. This can
he brought about by the establishment of an
agricultural college, which, in turn, would
establish a laboratory for an agricultural
chemist. I am sure that the work of an agri-
cultural chemist would be of great value to
Western Anstralia and to the farmers them-
selves.  In Western Australin the serviees of
the agricultural chemist have not been availed
of as they might have been, T am told that
wheat production can easily be inecreased by
one or two bushels per aere, and if that be
50, it is quite worth while establishing a
Iahoratory to deal with the soils of the State.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do you think you could
get more that way than von eould with the
use of pedigreed seed?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We should
follow gomething along the lines adopted in
America in relation to rural life. There they
have colleges dealing with many thousands of
students, and they keep in close tomeh with
the rural community, supplving Yiterature to
them of every deseription and generally mak-
ing life as satisfactory to the individual as
is life in the city. Tn eonelusion, may I ex-
press the wish that the labours of hon. mem-
bers during this session may give satisfaction
to them and to the people of Western Aus-
tralia as a whole, buoyved up with the certain
conviction of good times ahead. If we only
give our attention to the questions which
will arise from time to time during the ses-
sion, and assist the Government with a gener-
ous support, particularly in connection with
the immigration scheme, we shall have done
something in the interests of Western Ans-
fralin as a whole.

Hon. G. POTTER (West) [4.11): T form-

ally seeond the motion, .
On wmotion hy Hon, A. Lovekin debate ad-

jonrned.

Hounge adjourned at 4.12 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,

Thursday, 27th July, 1922.
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Address-in-reply, First day ... n

MEETIXG OF THE ASSEMEBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at aoon, pur-
snant to proclamation by His Excellency the
Licntenant-Governor aud Adminmstrator,
which praclamation was read hy the Clerk
(Mr. A, R, Grant),

MESSAGE—QOPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.
A Message from the Commissioner appointed
by the Lieutenant-Governor and Adminis-
trator to Ao all things necessary for the open-
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ing of Parlianment requesied the attendance
of members of the Legislative Assembly in
the Legisiative Couuneil Chamber; and hon,
members having  accordingly  proceeded to
that Chamber, and heard the Commission
read, they returned to the Assembly (Cham-
ber.

Ritting suspewled from 12.11 to 3 p.m.

RILL—ATTORNEY GENERAL
AN(CY IN OFFICE).

The PREMIER ({Jon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) by leave without notice (by way
of asserting privilege) introdneed a Bill for
an Act to provide for the exercizse of ihe
powers of the Attorney General during any
vacaney in the offiee, and for other relative
purpnses.

Bill read a first time.

(VAC-

LIETTENANT GOVERXNQOR’'S OPENING
SPEECH.

My, SPEAKER: [n company with hon.
‘mewbers of this Chamber, I attended to hear
the speech which TTis Fxeelleney the Admin-
istrator of the Government was pleased to
deliver to hoth Houses of Failiament; anil
for greater aecuraey I have had printed
copies of the speech delivered to hon. mem-
bers.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.
First Day.

Mr. {[Fremantle)
move—
That the following address be presented
to His Excollency in veply to the Speech
Le has been pleased to deliver to us:—
“‘May it please Your Excellency., We, the
members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Weslern Aus-
tralia in Parliament assembled, bheg to ex-
press our loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your Excellency for
the Specech yon have been pleased to de-
liver to Parliament.*?
It gives me great pleoasure to move the mo-
tion, and my pleasure is the greater beeause
I do mot think that any previous session of
this Parliament has been opened when the
future gave greater promise for the prosper-
ity of the State. Splendid rains have fallen
throurhout the agricultural areas and have
removed anxiety from those cngaged in the
occupation of growing wheat,

Mr. Lambert: Do vou take erudit for that?

Mr. GIBSOXN: No; but T am endeavour-
ing to point ont the position of the State at
the present time. In addition to these favour-
able conditions, there is the fact that a com-
siderahle aren of additional land has been
cleared and put under ¢rop, and so the an-
ticipations suggested some little time ago,
that this will he the record wheat harvest
of the Siate. scems likely to be realised.

GIBSON [3.41]: L

Thus it is probable that we shall be brought
appreciably nearar to that goal which the
Minister for Agrienlture has set, and towards
the attainment ot vhick he is doing o much.
Fforther, the Premier hag returned and has
told us that in the course of a few weeks the
question of unempluvient will no  longer
trouble this community.

Mr. Marshall: It has not troubled the
Gevernmnent too much up to date anyhow.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordor!

Mr. GIBSON: § have suflicient faith in
the promises of the Premier to believe that
he will do the utmost possible to relieve the
present position. The n:ost important subject

referredl to in the Governor’s Speech
is that of immigration. N¢ one can
deny that Austratin—particularly West-
ern  Australia—is  very much nader-popu-

lated. Trom a defence point of view this
is a matter which has given those of us who
think about the future of our couvntry a great
deal of concern. Every poiitical party in the
Commonwealth has as one of itz principal
plunks the maintensnce of a White Australia.
To maintain this ideal it is essential that
we  should do all we  possibly can to
set up a stream of white people into
this eountry in order to help us to defend
Australin should ever the oceasion require
it. Quite reeently a conference was held in
Washington, when it was agreed by the great
powers that navies should be reduced, and that
a peried of disarmament should ensue, ex-
tending over 10 years. During that period we
shall bhe certain of mecting with no inter-
ruptions in our efforts ta do what T sug-
gest, and T think we should use
our utmost cofforts in that direction.
Lack of population is responsible for many
of our gocial and economic ills. Railways
and public works represent too heavy a bur-
den on the shoulders of the taxpayers he-
cause of our lack of population. We need
more people to assist in the devolopment of
the resources of the State. The need for ex-
tra population is self-evident, and the Pre-
mier and those associated with him have
set themselves to remedy the existing state of
affairs. To our Premier I consider great
eredit iz due for the arrangements which
have been made with the Con/monwealth
Government and the Imperial Government
in respect to immigration. Hon, members
will recolleet that in the early part of this
vear the Premier weant to Melbourne and
there laid hefore the Commonwealth Authori-
ties a seheme of immigration for land aset-
tlement. That schemr apparently met with
the approval of the Commonwealth anthori-
ties, who apgreed to assist our Premier in the
carrying out of his poliey. TIn this connee-
tion [ may point out that Western Australia
has heen the first State to move in the mat-
ter of immigration. At a gathering held at
the close of last session the wish was ex-
pressed by practieally the whole of the mem-
hers of the Assembly who were present that
the Premier should go to London for the pur-
1'0s¢ of endeavonring to enlist the sympathies
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amd the practical assistance of the British
Govermment in an immigration scheme. The
Prewier aceeded to the wish that was ex-
pressed, and [ consider that the magnificent
results of his trip to London entitle him to
the greatest credit. T am proud to have been
the first Western Australiun te congratulate
the Premier at a public funetion on the
results of his trip. Under the arrangement
made with the Federal Government, the Com-
monwealth undertake to foot the bill for the
cost of propaganda work and of transport,
thus relieving this State of a very consider-
able finaneial burden.

Mr, Corboy: The people in London said
differently.

My, GIBSOX: | am going by the Premicr’s
statement. Such heing the ease, we shall be
relieved of a rvonsiderable financial burden.
Further, provicion has been made to send
back those who, shortly after their arrival,
are found to he mentally or physically de-
ficient. By this means we shall ensure ob-
taining only the best cliss of immigrants
and be certain that there will be none who
will berome a burden on the State.

Hon. P. Collier: The fact that undesirable
immiigrants come here constitutes a refleetion
on the selection at the other end.

Mr. GIBSON: T was about to touch on the
point referred to by the Leader of the Op-
pesition. Tt has been my good fortunme to
meet many of the immigrants whe landed
at Fremantle during recent veurs, and, while
I recognise that a proportion of them may
not be all that could be desired, vet T con-
sider the great majority of them will make
very suitable e¢itizens. Although the Com-
monwealth undertakes to pay the cost of pro-
pacanda and transport, the selection of the
immigrants on the other side remains with
the Htate officials, and T believe that they
have been instructed to ensure that only such
persons as are suitable for the conditions
existing here shall be sent out. I do not
suppose there is anyone interested in the
welfare of Western Australin who has done
more for the future of this State than the
Premier has doune. The first time T made
the acquaintance of the hon. gentleman was
when he was touring the goldfields some years
ago, at a period when the gold yield had
begun to decline.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He sits on the wrong
side.

Mr, GIBSON: At a time when various so-
enlled experts were stating that we would
uever be able to grow in this State wheat
sufficiont to mect our own demands, the pres-
ent Premier was encouraging the miners out-
back to proceed to the agricultural areas and
grow wheat. [ know that many of those
miners took his advice and are now in 2
position of independence on the land, In
wy opinion the whole of the State and all
members of this Honse are behind the Pre-
mier and his Ministers in their endeavour
to et our lands settled. TIf the Premier
guccecds in his effort he will prove one of
the grentest benefactors Western Australia

has known, and the best Premier the State
lbas ever had.

Mr. Munsie: He should nake a good deal
more of the Btate available for settlement
by the people who are alreadyx here.

My Latham: They had opportunities in the

vast,

My, GIBBOX: The figures quoted in the
Ggvernor's Speceh show that between 1909
and 1921 over 43,000 people arrived in the
State, and that at the end of the period the
inerease in the population was only 9,468,
This suguests that the problem confronting
the Govermment is not so much one of bring-
ing people here as of inducing them to re-
mgin. [ presume that is oue of the objects
far whieh the money raised on swch advan-
tageous terms is to be used. Previously it
wns my jmpression that it was to he used
speeially for eclearing lanmd and for land set-
tlement, but T am pleased to see that the
scope is to e widened to embrage the render-
ing of the settler's life more tolerable by the
provision of better roads, water supplies and
the like. As a metropolitan member, 1 vea-
lise that the eity and towns depend entively
o what is being done iu the country, and
thhat to the condition of the country we wust
look for our future geod. That being so, it
behoves the Govermment, in framing policies
€or future settlement of the land, to take the
greafest care that the sctilers shall not be
burdened with a heavy load of debt, so that
when their five years’ interest-free period
elapses, they will be in a position to meet
their obligations to the State. We are told
in the Speech that it is the intention of the
Government  to  introdnce into the State
25,000 persons per annum. It is an ambitious
rask. Some say it cammot be done, but I
understand that in 1910 somec 11,000 persons
were introduced into Western Australia. If
it eould be done in that year, surely with the
gieater facilittes we have to-day and the
larger amount of money available, 25,000
persous mayv he introduced withont all the
diffieulty which some seom to fear.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was
1910, but in 1912,

Mr. GTBSON: 1t is pear enough.

Hon. W. ', Angwin: It is not; there was
a different Government in power.

Mr. GIBSON: I am quite ready to he-
lieve that the hon. member bhad something to-
do with the bringing in of all those peopie.
It would appear to he the intention of the
Government to establish 6,000 seftlers in the
South-West. T do not know whether the
cyastal land between Fremantle and Bunbury
is ineluded in that comprehensive termm
“fBouth-West,”” but if it is not, [ commend
that area to the attention of the Govern-
ment. | helieve that in the not distant
future all that land, including the Peel e¢s-
tate, will be fully occupied. When, recentlw,
the Prime Minister was over hers, we took
him aleng to see what was being done on the
Peel estatc. There, on a swamp which six
wonths earlier had bheen under water, 1 saw
Sedan grass three feet high, and potatoes
gowing wonderfnliy well. Shertly after-

not in
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warils, when the conferemee of agricultural
Ministers wog held, several of the Ministers
and their departmental cxperts visited the
Ppel estate.  Un their return [ ehatted with
two dairy experts from New South Wales
and Queensland respectively. They hoth ex-
pessed astonishment at what they had seen,
and said ‘that on similar land in the Eastern
States it would be necessary to allow the land
tn sweeten for three years after draining.
[t was amazing to them tliat, on the Peel
oytate, imumediately the water was drained
off, the land ecould be utilised. Technically
they aceounted for it by the abundance of
limestone, which serves to offset the aeidity
of the soil, There is down there a large area
of land peculiarly suited to the cultivation
of dairy produce, and it is by no means mere
optimism to say the day is not far .istant
when the whole of that district will be oceu-
pied in producing butter, bacon, eggs and
cheese, for which we are now sending hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds annually to the
Eastern States. T am not going to say much
about the financial position; sufficient that
it has proved even worse than was expected.
[n large moeasure this has been due to ecir-
cumstances over which the Treasurer had no
control, -

Hon. W. (. Anpwin: Tt would have becn
better if he had retained the Taxation De-
purtment.

Mr, GIBSON: TIn that respect, what we
have lost this vear we shall gain next year.
Bnt, without economy, it will be impossible
tu make the State’s ledger balanee, sinee the
Federal UGovernment have taken control of
all avenues of taxation save that of the im-
posts on income.

Mr. Marshall:  Are not the Federal Gov-
ernment junstified in that?

Mr. GIBSON: Personally [ think it is
nearly time the State Governments took
eoncerted action to appeal to the Federal
Government to leave to them the avenues of

taxation which it was originally intended
should be theirs.
M, Richardson: We ought to cut away

from them altogether.

Mr. GIBSOXN: Tt might be possible to im-
prove the finances of the several Government
departments by more economieal management,
I'n view of the report of the Royal Commis-
sioner on Railways, it should be advisable to
initiate a similar investigation into the work-
ings of other departments. It is the impres-
gion of the man in the street that the publie
service ia over-staffed. Recently [ heard an
hon. wember give it as his opinion that there
were emploveld in the department at least 30
per cenf, more men than were nceessary. Tf
that is the case, it ia certainly time we had
an investigation to see whether further ocono-
mies could not be affeeted, The railway
operations for the vear were responsihle for
more than half the State’s defieit, notwith-
standing that ceonomies showing a saving of
£180,000 were offected. Tt is difficult for me
to understnand how Those economics counld have
heen hrought about if the statements made

in this Houze last year were correct. We
were told that expenditure was cut down to
bed roek, aml that there was not a super-
Hlugns man in the depariment, That these
economies have been made indieates to me
that they couli have been made ecarlier. In
reply to my query as to why there were some
1,200 mwore men in the department in 1821,
than there were in 1917, when as much
freight and as many passengers were car-
ried, 1 was infoimed that we were making
more commodities for the Aepartment. Since
then T believe that the serviees of about 700
wen have been dispensed with. We cannot
be blamed for thinking that those wen were
not necessary to the working of the rail-
ways. However, there will he an opportunity
shortly of diseussing the veport of the Royal
Comnmissioner, Mr, Stead.

Mr. Marshall: Many men have to walk he-
cause they camnot afford to ride at the pre-
sint prices.

Mr. GIRSON: I have not noticed wmy
friend walking very far. The Government in-
tend to propose the construction of further
railways. This may be necessary, but when
the Government introduce the Closer Settle-
ment Bill T hope it will contain very much
more stringent conditions than the Bill of
last year. [f it does and the measure meets
with a better fate than its predecessor, it
may not be nccessary to eonstruct more rail-
Ways. .

Mr. Munsie: If they make the Bill stroung
enough new raillways will not be necessary.

Mr. GIBSON: Until such time as the land
adjacent to existing railways is put - its
full use, we should hesitate to build ary more
railways, It would be advisable for the
Government to initiate a policy of 1iain road
construction, for roads are as vital to the
development of the country as are railways.
A hoard similar to that in existenee in Vie-
toria should be constituted to undertake the
controt of main roads and lay down a definite
poliex for future operations in this diree-
tion. The gold yield of the State, nnfor-
tunately, continues to deecline, and I do not
see much promise of any improvement. The
Government should be congratulated on their
cfforts to foster the industry, and I lhope the
prospecting parties which have been sent out
will be responsible for discoveries which will
reeouyp the Government for some of the out-
lay involved. TUnfortunately our goldfields
are differently situated from the goldfields of
other States. Around Ballarat and Bendigo
were vich agricultural areas and, although the
gold yicld declined, the towns continued to
prosper. [ am afraid that the same cannot
be expeeted of our goldfields, except perhaps
the area represented by the member for Yil-
garn, T hope that in this aren we shall soon
have thousands of supporters of the Country
Party.

Mr. Corboy: Thousands of farmers, but of
the right political breed.

Mr. GIBSON: Oue matter of importance
referred to in the Speeeh is that of arbitra-
tion.
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The Minister for Agriculture: Is there only
one’

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Yes, there are 2%
aeres under crop in the North-West

Mr. GIBSON: [ am glad that it is the
intention of the Government to appoint a per-
manent President of the Arhitration Court.
During the last 12 months we have been sin-
gularly free from industrial troubles, but
with the change in economic eonditions, the
court may be kept much busier during the
ensuing vear. When a President is ap-
pointed permancntly, the business of the
court will be carried on mueh more expe-
ditiously. Efforts should be made to bring
about a better co-ordination of the work of
the Federal and State Arbitration Covrts than
exists at present. We have instances of con-
flicting decisions which make the position
difficult for both employers and employees,
The State court has a far hetter opnortunity
than the TFederal court to make itself aec-
quainted with the local conditions and thus
e in a position to give reasonabie
decisiong. Recently there was issued a
Tederal award affecting " men in the dis-
trict of Fremantle. These men had  been
reduced from a very fair wage to £3
11s. 6d. per week. Had that case been de-
¢ided by the State court, such a hig reduc-
tion wonld never have been made. Tt is
impossible for a man with a wife and two
ehildren to live in rcasomable comfort on that
amount. We are living in a State whieh is
rich enough to pay a fair return to every
man for a fair day's labonr, a return which
will enable him to adegquately feed and care
for his family.

The (olonial Seeretary: Why have the Fed-
eral eonrt and the State court?

AMr. GTBSOXN: T suggest that these local
matters be left to the State conrt. The head-
master of the Boys' Central School at Fre-
wantle informed me the other day that the
average family recresented hy the boys in
that school wns between four and five,

Ton, W. €. Angwin: T told you it was
o healthy distriet to live in.

Mr. GIBSON: TUnemployment has unfor-
tunately been very rife during the last 12
months, but I believe the most serious stage
of the difficulty is past, and that in the near
futnre there will be no soch thing as uwnem-
ployment, One phase of this questien to
whieh attention should he given ig that affect-
ing returned soldiers and sailors. On Anzae
I*av, I heard Sir Talbot Hobbs, in the course
of an address, refer to the promises made to
the men before they went to the war. Thoese
promises have not been kept to all the men.
I believe the Government have donc their
best, but it is not entirely for them to sce
that these men are provided with employ-
ment.

Hon. P, Collier; What
League doing about it? )

Mr. GIBSOX: While I realise that among
the soldiers were some une’er-do-wells, not
much good before they went, while they were
away, or after they returned, there are many

is the Loyalty

deserving men among the unemployed. Be-

fore the men went away they were promised

everything. Frequently we heard the phrase

‘“the last man and the last shilling,’’ and

while some employers have shown their readi-

ness to act vp to this promise, there have

undoubtedly been some who shut up their

pockets long before the last shilling was

called for. Another matter which showld be

dealt with by the Arbitration Court is that -
relating to apprentices. Not a day passes but

I have some parent asking what ¢an be done

with his boy. I suggest the appointment of

an apprenticeship beard similar to that in

Queensland, an honorary body comprised of
representatives of the unions and of the em-

players whose duty it would be to make the

conditions of apprenticeship more elastie,

Mr. MeCallum: Qurs is the best appren-
ticeship system in the Commonwealth. It is
showing resnlts that ehallenge comparison
with those in any of the Eastern States.
-Mr. GIBSON: T am suggesting the ap-
pointment of a board with the ohject of givinz
our system greater elasticity, T know of firms
whe would take more apprentices if they were
permitted to employ them. Tn conversation
with one of the leading contractors of this
State recently, I was informed that more
than half the mon working for him were well
beyond middle age, and that it was impos-
sible to get men.

Hon, W, C., Angwin: The contractors will
not take them.

Mr, GIBSON: T realise that one of the
diflieulties whieh surround this question is
the small number of our secondary in-
dustries dwe to our small population, but
in this respect we ean confidently expect im-
provement. The finest of wool is produced
in Western Awnstralia, and every enconrage-
ment shonld be’ given to the establishment
of woollen mills. 1t is gratifying to note
the inereased intcrest manifested in cotton
growing, and T trust that this indwnstry too
will soon  be established and factories
opened.

Mr. Wilson: We have ideal conditions for
mills at Collie.

Mr. GIBSON: T do not care whether the
mills are bnilt at Collie, Albany or Freman-
tle, though preferably I would have them at
Fremantle, so long as they are built. The
Government have intimated their intention
of not comtinuing the eompulsory wheat pool
owing to the organisation associated with the
production of wheat having expressed the
desire for a voluntary pool.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: A great mistake.

Mr. GTBSON: A voluntary pool is of no
use at  all unless it ean be made compulsory
and that of course i3 a contradiction of
terms.

Mr. Pickering: Shounld not the farmers
have a say in that?

Mr. GIBSON: If we have a compulsory
pool not under State managenent, it may
become 2 monopoly and any price could be
fixed for wheat for local consumption as wag
done in Vietoria quite recently. Thera eon-
sumers were charged 6d., 7d., and 8d4. a
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Lbughel more than the export parity. In the
interests of the State, the State pool should
he continned, if only for the greater security it
would give the Government for the money ad-
vanced to the farmers. The eonstruction of
the Como tramway has caused great contro-
versy and I do not intend to say mmeh about
it at this stage. The necessity for tram-
way extensions in the metropolitan area is
nndoubtedly great if we desire to meet the
needs of those people who have gone out
long distances from the city in order to se-
cure the henefit of cheap land to establish
homes for themselves. The work of the
Forests Products Laboratory in charge of
Mr. Fowler is fraught with great possibili-
ties. Already it has been proved that paper
van be made from the pulp of karri and that
the bark of this tree vontains a considerable
perccatage of tanmin. I believe that a com-
pany i3 being formed to exploit this in-
dustry, The State Goverument should do all
in its power to provide further nssistance
for this institution or else induee the Federal
Government to fdo so.

Hon, P. Collier: Do mot you think that
matter can be well left in the hands of the
Royal Cowmission on forests?

Mr. Pickering: Yes, we are well able to
deal with it.

Hon., P, Collier: In fact they are just en-
tering on to. that phase of the inguiry now.

AMr. GIBSON: Refercneo has been made
to the guestion of harbour extension at Fre-
mantle, Some little time ago a conference
was arranged with the object of passing re-
solutions aml waiting on the Government to
urge that necessary harbour works be un-
dertaken. However, the ground was cut
from under our feet by the Harbour Trust
Commissioners who stated that they consid-
ered the present accommodation sufficient to
meet the requirements of the next 10 years.
The Commissioners, I think, were unduly
optimistic in putting the period at 10 years.
Long hefore that, I believe it will be neces-
sary to provide further aecommodation for
our shipping. Mr. Angwin and Mr. Me-
Callum have given notice of some questions
rcgarding  the Fremantle railway  briduge,
which is also referred to by Mr. Stead in his
report, so I shall make no remarks abeut it
at present. The inadequaey of the water
sepply and the question of stormwater drain-
age at Fremantle have oecasioned considerable
nnxiety, hut I shall have another opportunity
to deal with these matters. May T conclude
by expressing the hope that our cfforts this
spgsion will result in bringing great pros-
perity to Western Australin and that the
State will never again look back.

AMr. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.14]: T second
the motion for ths adoption of the Address-
in-reply, and in doing so congratulate the
Premier on the sneeess of his mission to the
0ld Country and en his safe return. The
address to which we have listened reveals the
intrntions of the Government in respect to
their immiigration policy. That poliey is cer-
tainly in the best interests of the State. With

a vigorous policy of immigration Western
Aunstralia should again advance. T heard
with gratification the statements regarding
land settlement, the additions to cur railway
aystem, and the other necessary works which
are to be carried out. Tndoubtedly these are
essential portions of this great scheme, The
Speech also sets out what it is proposed to
do, particularly in the South-West and North-
Weat parts of Western Australia.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I have been looking
for it and eannvot find it,

Mr. BAMPSON: We all regret the menace
that hangs over Western Auvstralia—that is
the wenace of a small population. This posi-
tion must be relieved as socon as possible.
The policy of the Premicr to seftle the land
of \Western Anatralin with an approved type
of immigrant is in the best interests of the
Stat: asud is calenlated to remove that mem-
ave, It is gratifyving to realise that there
is, for those who take up work on the land,
2 splendid local market. Tt is gratifving in
that respeet, hut in other vespeets the |osition
is far from gratifying. [ intend to yuotr o
few figures to indicate the importations to
this State of primary products. Last year
we imported dairy produce to the value of
£914,000, of fruit and fruit products to the
value of £293,000, of wines to the value of .
£104,0n0; miscellaneous produets including
timher, tobaeco, ete,, to the value of £966,000,
and agricultural produets, such as potatoes,
onions, hran, ete., to the value of £407,010,
T'nder the headings mentioned the amount of
£2,686,000 was sent out of this State.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: And another £400,000
for implements, ete.

Mr, SAMPBON: In addition there v a
peavy amonnt for livestock, namely, £142,000,
From the LEastern States alone we imported
goods to the value of £7,620,000, whereas our
exports to the Eastern States totalled only
£1,362,000. Our imports reached an amount
of over £44 per head and our exports
amounted to a trifle under £37 per head. A
great diffienlty our producers have to face is
that of marketing. T venture to say that the
most approved method of bringing about re-
lief is the inawguration of a wise and com-
prehensive system of cold storage. Recently
I had the pleasure of going through the Gov-
crnment Cool Stores at Vietoria doek, Mel-
bourne.  Those stores were cstablished in
1889. From that period until June of this
vear, 38 million pounds worth of produce,
sweh as butter, froit and weat, were trented
for expart overseas. This is a valnable
testimony to the efficacy and usefulness, in
fact, the utmost importance of refrigeration,
Cold stores are mneeessary in Western .Aus-
tralia. Tf onr froitgrowers are to have a
suitable market, we must have an eofficient
system and a snfficient number of cold stores.
We want refrigerators at the point of pro-
duction in the distriét, or on the orchard;
We require cald stores at the point of cnn-
sumptioa or treatment, that ia in the eity, or
at the factory, and we also require cold stores
at the point of shipment. Murh has heen
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said previously in regard to the need for
planting the right vcarieties of trees. Cur
loeal jam factory, whieh is a good factory,
and one that makes one regret that we have
not more of its kind, suffers from the fact
that the right varieties of fruit are not pro-
duced in this State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It suffers mueh more
from the importations from the KEastern
States.

Mr, SAMPSOX: Fortunately the inspectors
in the ficld are able to give the growers valu-
wble advice as to the right varieties for
eertain districts, the soil, and the sitpation.
T ‘thope tihe adviee which is being
given will ke continued, and that the best
possible typre of inspeetor will he obtained.
An ing ector is a most valuable officer in
conmection with the fruit-arowing indostey.
Western Australin presents many prablems to
the industrv. The rconditions here are dif-
ferent from those in many other parts
of the world. Conscquently, experts are
neeessary  in  owder that the best ad-
viee may Dbe given to prowers. Tt is a
well-known: fuet that partly owing to trees
paving Deen sold untrue to name in npast
ycars, there are to-day thousands of trees of
an almost uscless nature growing in our
orchards. T am glad te say that this ovil
does not exist to the same extent to-day. In
the best interests of the industry these trees
shonld be grubbed out and replaced hy others
of the right varieties.

The Minister for Works: Would yen make
those who sold those trees pay for them?

Alr. SAMPSON: The diffieulty about that
is the itdentifieation of the trees after so long
a period has clapsed. 1t would be in the in-
terests of the State if the Honse considered
the passing of a Pure Sceds Bill. It would
he possible, if we had such a measure, for
the inspectors of the Agricultural Depart-
ment to check the trees received from various
nurserymen, watched them as they matuared,
an{l compared them with the invoiced names
as they came into bearing.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is pro-
posed.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am glad it i3 proposed
to bring down such a Bill. The Pcrth City
Couneil intend to have introduced a Bill for
the purpose

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Do you see anything
ahout that in the Speeeh?

Mr, SAMPSON: I am now referring to
something that is uet in the Speech.

Hon, P. Collinr: You have some inside ip-
formation.

Mr. SAMDPSOXN: It is fairly publie infor-
mation. It is a Bill to enable the City Coun-
eil to control the marketing of fruit and
preduce in Perth, All I have to say in this
connection is that the grower must be repre-
sented ou the hoard of control

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member had
better roserve his remarks on that point to
the time when the Bill comes hefore the
Hopuse. :

Mr. BAMPSOXN: Iun all matters affecting
the welfare of the grower, the grower him-
self must have representation,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member will be
in order in discussing this question when the
Bill comes before the House.

Mr, SAMPSON: Not only in this regard
Lbut in all other matters of the kind the
grower must have represeutation. The time
has goue when the grower can be regarded
morely as a worker, and has nothing to say in
the administration of his own affairs. T
would like to see the grower lifted from the
position of a serf, which is to a large extent
the position he has cceupied in the past.

Mr. Harrison: Your vemarks are full of
the grower.

My, SAMPSON: In addition to refrisera-
tors, dehydration, eanning, jam making, and
other well-known necessitics, co-operation on
the part of the growers is reyuired. 17 the
growers do not work solidly together they
will become the vietims of the middlemen.
This has often oceurred in the past. The
dairying industry is a very important factor
in the life of this State. 1 hope to hear
that it is the intention of the MMinister for
Agriculture fo import a good stud stock
in order that the herds of catfle within the
State may be improved. The principles of
co-operation might well be eonsidered by the
dairymen. The price of offal hits the dairy.
men very hard, It is stated that in Woest-
err. Australia the price of offal is higher than
it is in South Australia.

The Minister for Agriculture:
50,

Mr. SAMPSON: I have here a ecutring
from the Adelaide ‘‘Chronicle’’ whiech bears
out my statement. The price of offal quoted
in that journal on 22nd .July was £9 12s 6d.
The price here is said to be £9 5s, at the mill
door, but T am assured that no trade ¢an be
done at the mill door even if the dairyman
goes along with the monev with which to
purehase.

Fon. W, C, Angwin: There is nething in
the Speeeh to talk about; vou have my sym-
pathy.

Mr. SAMPSON: T hope the Covertment
will bring down a Bill with the ohject of
foreing into wse those non-productive and
non-utilised lands existing alongside our rail-
ways, and for some miles from our railways.
The railway system eannot be expected to pay
its way unless” there are goods to transport
to and fro.

Han. P. Uollier: The conference meets aext
month, so he eareful!

Mr. SBAMPSON: T am told that the timher
industry is languishing: uet so, hawever, the
priee at which timber is sold.  The House
might well consider this gwestion. Perhans
the Minister in charge of the State Sawmills
will fake into account the price of frnit-
case wood.

The Minister for Works: I am al%ays con-
sidering it.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tf the Minister will con-
sider it some good will have come of my re-
marks this afternoon. It has long heen felt

That is not
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that the price of fruit-case wood is unduly
high. Afforestation is a subject of wide-
spread interest. When | was in New Zea-
land recently [ had an opportunity of aseer-
taining what has been dene in respeet to
afforestation there. 1 fouml that upwards
of Y1,000,000 trees, mostly pine, but many of
them Australion gums, had been planted on
land which was regarded as unfertile and
otlierwise practically useless.

The Minister for Agriculture: Have you
given evidence before the Royal Comumission?!

Mr, SAMPSON: No. When these 90,000,000
trees are matured they will be worth, still
standing, an average ot £1 cach. This means
that a very important industry has been added
to the other indusiries of the Dominion. The
trees were planted by prison labour.

Mr. Stubbs: low long do the trees take
te mature!

Mr. SAMPSON: Many of the roads in
New Zealand have been constructed by prison
labour. This subject must be approached
with a good deal of cantion, hut I ecannot
lelp thinking that something along these
lines wight well be cousidered by hon. mem-
bers, I wonld not suggest that the people
in onr penitentiaries should be employed in
works adjaeent to large centres., They should
be plaved on roads and in distriets far re-
movel from scttlement. I have no desire to
cxploit those unfortunate men, for who can
say who may be the next? It is gratifying
to reanlise that hon. members appreciate

Hon. P. Collier: The possibilities of the
situation.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Yes. Those men should
be cmployed in useful work of this mature.
Our prisons are not cstablished merely for
the purpose of meting out punishment. Their
aim is also refermation, and a prisoner will,
npon finishing his term, be a hetter man .if
he has bexn employed at natural work in
natural surroundings than if bhe has becrn
merely kept in the Fremantle or some other
gaol,  Further, those prisoners who do such
work should le allowed some payment., The
remuneration could be paid to the family
of the prisoner if he is married, or else to
the man himself upon his release. Our road
hoarils require inercased subsidies. Prior to
the war a much more generous scheme of sub-
sidising those hoards was in force. To-day
the maximum amount payable to any road
hoard is only £300. Tn this connection T de-
sire tn offer a tribute to the Minister con-
trolling roads and other publie works in this
State. Tndoubtedly the man on the land out-
hack, who has great diffienlties to contend
with, possesses a rveal and practical friend in
the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works:
Ministers are the same.

Mr., SAMPBOXN: The men on the land
lock to the Minister for Works to insist, so

All the other

far as is possible, when diseussing the
subiert with the Premier and other
members of the Cabinet, upon a more
generous  vote  heing  granted to  road

hoarids, thus afferding country dwellers the

urgent necessity of decent voads. The need for
completing many of our main reads, and what
I may term sub-main roads, is an ibmportant

one. [t is a remarkable fact that very few
of the roads in this State have been com-
pleted.  Close to Perth itself, in the Belmont

distriet, which forms part of the Canning
electorate, there is a road which remains in
an inecomplete condition. I refer to the
Maida Vale-Belmont road. TUntil that road
has been completed, the settlers in the distriet
cannot convey their produce to market except
under very grave difficulties. T am glad to
know that it is the intention of the Minister
for Works to introduce a main roads Bill this
session.  C'onntry residents look forward to
that nensure with a good deal of anxiety, and
also with the hope that it will provide a
solution of many of the difliculties confront-
ing road boards at preseat, I anderstand that
the weasove will aim at the standardisation of
ronds, at uniform constiuetion, and at co-
operation in the use of plant and of the ser-
vices of departmental officers,  Any apecch
on the Address-in-reply would be incomplete
without a1 reference to the education of our
chililven.  Tudoubtedly edueation is one of
ihe most important functions of government,
and should proceed hand in haned with the
development of the country. Our schoaols,
and purticularly our commtry sehools, require
the utmost consideration. We are fortunate
in that we have in the Minister for Eduea-
fion, and those associated with bim, men who
arc most sympathetie towards the charge en-
trusted to them. I hope that the fullest
consideration will always be extended to the
education of our children, and particularly
children resident in the country. We know
the dificulties of life; we know that the
trainedmind ecan grapple with difficulties
which the untrained mind fails to solve. T
now turn to the aced for water supply, which
is very severely felt in many country (lis-
tricts. It may come as a surpriss to hon.
members to learn that in districts adjacent
to the Mundaring water scheme there are
townships where water has not yet been made
available. Unfortunately, existing legisla-
tine shuts out those townships frem water
supply in the abscnce of a certain finaneial
guarantee. To Darlington, Glen Forrest, Park-
erville, and Swan View, the advantage of n
water sapply has up to the present been de-
nied; and these places are in close proximity
to the Mundaring supply. T trust it will be
prictirable so to amend existing legislation
as to enable the nceded facilities to be given

to those centres and to others sim-
ilarly circomstaneed. T know that water
18 urgently needed in many outbark

districts as well. Another phase of the water
supply question is the matter of the re-
sumption notices which have been served
upon orchardists in the hills. The position
to-day is that the State has a number of
Teservoirs and that the Minister is put to
great trouble in order to provide the neces-
sary water for the metropolis. It seems that
in this respeet also the conntry dweller has
to suffer in order to provide comforts for
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the resident of the metropolitan area. I
await with some degree of impatience a de-
finite statement by the Minister regarding the
resumption of certain lands in the hills dis-
. tricts. The time has eome when we should
know definitely whether the Upper Canning
water scheme is to be gone on with, and, if
50, when, I understand that the adoption of
the scheme would furnish sofficient water for
the metropolitan area for years to come.
However, the engineer looks with a eovetous
eye upon every brook in the hills districts;
and sinee those brooks are wsually the sites
of orchards, it is easy to understand the dis-
quiet and anxiety which fruitgrowers feel in
regard to the matter. I trust it will be pos-
sible for the Minister to inake a speedy and
definite pronouncement on it.

The Minister for Works: There is no cov-
etousaess about it; it is simply a matter of
duty.

Mr. SAMPSON: I desire again to extend
my congratulations and thanks to the Pre-
mier and to all the Ministers associated with
him. I have never yet approached a Minister
without receiving the most courteous and sym-
pathetic and practical consideration. More
than that no man can ask, We have been pass-
ing through troublous times, but there is a
brighter day in store. 1 recognise that
Western Australia has faced, and is facing,
many diffieulties; but it has innuvmerable
advantages, such as climatic conditions, sup-
eriority. of situation in regard {o European
markets as compared with Eastern Australia
and New Zealand, cheap lands, and wide-
spread opportumities. These features com-
bine to make the West the most attractive
of all the Australias. With the initiation of
the great scheme of immigration now
launched, it may be said with confidence that
Western Anstralia stands on the threshold
of an abounding and permanent prosperity.
The hand of destiny beckons; the pathway to
national greatneas lies before us. No idle
thought this, for in all respects the stage
is set. The text is at the heart of the peo-
ple, the charaeters are taking their places,
and as the ecurtain of doubt and uncertainty
is lifted, there will be diselosed a contented
and a prosperous people, dwelling in a coun-
try rich in those ideals and elements of
material prosperity whose realisation will
exceed the forecasts of the most optimistic.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
jonrned.

House adjourned at 4.41 p.m.
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The President took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINES, EKALGOORLIE,
DEEP BORING.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH asked the Minister
for Edueation,—Owing to the renewed aec-
tivity of mining at the North end of the
Kalgoorlie goldfield, will the Minister for
Mines eause inquiry to be made as to the
advisability of testing the ground below the
present known workings by systematic
diamond drilling?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:—A complete geological examination
was made in 1916, and the results published
in Bulletin No. 69. A study of this would

" disclose the most suitable points at which

there was a reasonable chance of successful
boring operations being undertaken. There is
already in cxistence a standing offer by the
Department to subsidise boring on the same
terma and conditions as have been granted to
those boring at the South end.

QUESTION—FISH MARKETS, FRE-
MANTLE.

Hon. . A. BAGLIN asked the Minister
for Education: Will he lay on the Table of
the House all letters and files relating to the
Fremantle fish markets?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yes, I have the papers here, and I
will place them on the Table.

BILL—FEDERATION REFERENDUM.

Introduced by Hon. A. Lovekin and read a
first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seecond Day.
Debate resumed from 27th July, 1622.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.43}:
All of us are from time to time indebted to
the Leader of the House for the many acts
of courtesy and kindness he estends to us,
which I am sure we all appreciate. To-day
I wish to forther comgratulate him on the
able maneer in which he drafted His fix.
cellency ’s Speech.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: How do you know he
drafted itt



